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· school gets·
$10 million·
t::r 1�/1/<tY
Louisville donor
made fortune
in accounting

By CHRIS POYNTER
and RICHARD WILSON
The Courier-Journal
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. �
Gordon Ford knows the impor
tance of higher education. In the
1930s, his mother taught in a one
room school in Muhlenberg
County so she could send her son
to Bowling Green Business
University-which merged with
Western Kentucky University in'
1963.
Yesterday, Ford, 85, affirmed
his commitment to education and
to his alma mater by donatin�
$10.l million to the school's bust
ness college, It is Western's

largest single gift and among the

largest smgle gifts to any
Kentucky college.

Ford, a retired Louisville busi
nessman, got a standin)$ ovation
from university officials and
alumni of the former Business
University after the announce
ment. He said
yesterday was
one of the hap
piest days of
his life, and he
spoke fondly
of his mother,
the late Mattie
Newman Ford,
who received
her teaching
certificate
from Western GQrdon Ford
in 1909.
said of his
"My mother donation:
worked my "They need
way through it. I had it."
college," Ford
said.
"She
went back to teachin� school dur
ing the Depression.'
"She taught in the rural schools
of Muhlenberg County in a one
room school where you have all
eight grades, a potbelly stove and
outhouses ... which the boys on
Halloween would get a lot of fun
from turning them over," he said
with a smile. "She believed in
education back at a time when
everyone didn't. And she was sure
that her son was ?oing to gradu
ate from college.'
After yesterday's announce
ment, the regents met and agreed
to name the business college after
Ford, who made his fortune from
an accounting firm he started in
Louisville.
Ford, who retired in 1975, took
a job with a Louisville account
ing firm after graduating from
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� business alumnus
is donating $10 million
Continued from Page One

their time between Louisville and Vil
lage of Golf, Fla.
Ford said yesterday that as a
young man, he would not have pre
dicted that one day he could make
such a gift to Western.
"Not in my wildest dreams. In
1934, if somebody had offered me
$10,000 a year for life, I would have
signed a contract."
Ashland lawyer Harold E. Kelley,
another accounting alumnus of Busi
ness University, said he was not sur
prised that Ford was giving, but he
was stunned by the extent of his gift.
"I didn't know he had accumulated
that kind of money," Kelley said. Kel
ley, a donor to several colleges, re
called a recent chat with Ford about
philanthropy. "I said, 'We need to do
this,' and he said, 'I'm going to do
something big down there' {at West
ern)," Kelley r;ecounted.
Ford said the education he got
�----------

college in 1934. A few months later, he
became a founding partner in Yeager,
Ford and Warren, which became the
state's largest independently owned
accounting firm. It later merged with
Coopers and Lybrand, which recentty
merged with Price Waterhouse.
Western President Gary Ransdell
said the gift will help boost the uni
versity's standing. Ransdell said
Western will receive about half of
Ford's commitment soon; the other
half is deferred until his wife's death.
The money will be invested and is
expected to provide $500,000 a year.
Part of Ford's gift will establish a
professorship in his mother's honor.
The gift mcludes $9.5 million in
unrestncted money for a "Gordon
Ford Dean's Fund for Excellence."
An a'dditional $500,000, to be dou
bled by state matching money, will
create the professorshiP. in his moth
er's name, and Ford w1ll continue to
fund a scholarship program for accounting and business majors that he
began in 1992, bringing the total
benefit to $10.6 million.
Income from the fund - to be set
up as an endowment - will support
student and facult¥ scholarship, re
search projects, 1mproyements in
technology, and social and leadership
development for graduates, business
Dean Robert Jefferson said.
The fund's focus, Jefferson said,
"is to establis. h study at Western's
Gordon Ford College of Business as
the premier undergraduate program
in Kentucky'. '
Ford has several ties to Western.
His mother attended the university
and his sister, Martha Louise Ford,
graduated from it. He is a member of I
the WKU board of advisers and a di
rector of the WKU Foundation. He
has also provided 10 or more scholarships a year for Western students
since 1992. Also, he and a group of
the business university's alumni have
endowed a business professorship.
Ford said he is giving the money
because he has been so successful.
"I just think education is what's
necessary to move the world along,"
he said.
Ford has been giving to education
for a long time. About 30 years ago,
he and three· other Louisville Baptist
businessmen contributed hundreds of
thousands of dollars to start a new
institution, Kentucky Southern Col
lege, in eastern Jefferson County. It
operated for several years, but finan
cial problems forced it to merge with
the University of Louisville.
Ford is a native of Greenville and
has been a trustee of the Southern
BaJ)tist Theological Semi nary and
Be\larmine College, both in Louis
ville.He and his wife, Glenda, divide

LARGE GIFTS
TO COLLEGES
Among the lar1JG$1 gifts to
Kentucky colleges and
universities are:
$58 million from Ralph
Waldo Beeson of
Birmingham, Ala., to Asbury
Theological Seminary, 1990.
■ $14 million from C.M.
"Bill" Gatton of Bristol, Tenn.,
to establish the Caroll Martin
Gatton College of Business
at the University of Kentucky,
1995.
■ $11 million (anonymous)
to Centre College, 1982.
■ $10.7 million from Harry
R. Kendall of Louisville to
Kentucky Wesleyan College,
1958.

■

from dedicated professors inspired
him. He said he wanted to give back
to Western - and he challenged oth
ers to do the same.
"They n� it," he said."I had it."·
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Western working on
entrepreneur program
By JASON DOOLEY

students did on the business plan
of Mariah's restaurant, and we
Thanks to a growing pro came in first in the region and
gram, Western Kentucky Uni third in the nation with another
The Daily News

versity's Gordon Ford College report on Regina's Hair Salon,"
of Business is grooming stu Simpson said.
dents for entrepreneur
Simpson and other
ship.
faculty members also
Under the direction
work closely with
of Leo Simpson, holder
Western's Center for
of the Mattie Newman
Innovation and Com
Ford Professor of
mercialization to. help
Entrepreneurship chair
students fmd facilities·
in the college for the
for their entrepreneur
past two years, Western
ial ideas.
is working to expand its
Western President
program to reach out
Gary Ransdell has
side the college of busi
been instrumental in
ness and into the acade LEO SIMPSON
encouraging the promic careers of other stu
gram's growth, Simpson said.
dents.
"It helps that we have a presi
Part of Gordon Ford's $10 dent who is very entrepreneurial
million pledge and contributions and has created resources dedi
to the university included cated to creating opportunities
$500,000 for the creation of the for our students," he said.
chair that was matched by "When the leadership is entre
$500,000 in state money.
preneurial, it makes it that much
"Hopefully, we'll eventually easier to create' the spirit among
be able to offer courses to stu the faculty."
dents in other academic disci
Ransdell, meanwhile, credits
plines who are interested in Simpson and other faculty mem
growing their own business," bers with helping to nurture that
Simpson said. "We've really spirit.
gotten the ball rolling here in the
"We brought Leo on board to
college of business the past cou bring that elements of how to
ple of years and the program is start your own business and
really taking off."
manage it, how to deal with
Students take courses in accumulation of profits and plan
designing and analyzing busi for the long term," Ransdell
ness plans and have won region said. "It's a tough world out
al and national awards for their there if you have to learn those
work, he said.
kinds of things on the job, but
'We won second in the nation we give them the chance to learn
with a report that some of our them in the classroom."
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